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wherein the error may be mischievous to him; can
we, to the prejudice perhaps of our credit for dis-
cernment, forbear to contradict him in public, lest
by piquing his pride we should only harden him in
his error! and can we reserve our counsel for some
more favourable season, the " mollia tempora fandi,"
when it may be communicated without offence? If
we have recommended to any one a particular line
of conduct, or have pointed out the probable mis-
chiefs of the opposite course, and, if our admoni-
tions have been neglected, are we really hurt when
our predictions of evil are accomplished? Is our
love superior to envy, and jealousy, and emulation!
Are we acute to discern and forward to embrace any
fair opportunity of promoting the interests of an-
other ; if it be in a line wherein we ourselves also are
moving, and in which we think our progress has not
been proportionate to our desert ? Can we take plea-
sure in bringing his merits into notice, and in ob-
viating the prejudices which may have damped his
efforts, or in removing the obstacles which may
have retarded his advancement ? If even to this
extent we should be able to stand the scrutiny, let
it be farther asked, how, in the case of our enemies,
do we correspond with the Scripture representations
of love I Are we meek under provocations, ready
to forgive, and apt to forget injuries I Can we, with
sincerity, "bless them that curse us, do good to them
that hate us, and pray for them which despitefully
use us, and persecute us?" Do we prove to the
Searcher of hearts a real spirit of forgiveness, by
our forbearing, not only from avenging an injury
when it is in our power, but even from telling to any
one, how ill we have been used; and that too when
we are not kept silent by a consciousness, that we
should lose credit by divulging the circumstance?
And lastly, can we not only be content to return our